Case study: Wang Zhengyi, 55, Caochuanzi village, Shaanxi province, China
When the earthquake struck in China, Wang Zhengyi’s home was one of six that collapsed in his village in Shaanxi.

Zhengyi, 55, wanted to rebuild his home in Caochuanzi village but the escalating cost of building materials meant it was out of his reach.

Coupled with the fact that he was disabled and living alone, made things doubly difficult.

Zhengyi is one of many people who rely on government welfare for food and basic needs. He has no other income and the RMB 20,000 (US$2,930) from the government was not enough to rebuild his home, even out of mud. 

Seeing that he was vulnerable, ActionAid China provided him and 46 other poor families, with another RMB1,500 (US$220) each, to help them build mud houses before the onset of winter.
“We’re trying to assist the most vulnerable people in communities,” said Zhang Langying, ActionAid’s country director. “And we’re glad we’ve been able to help provide people with homes before it gets really cold.”
